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The activities on the Fort Leavenworth-Fort Kearney trail in 1859 
was a powerful influence towards inducing some of the overland immi- 
grants to settle in Jefferson county to take advantage of the oppor- 
tunities for a livelihood and become the county’s first permanent sett- 
lers. 

Clamor for the gold fields of Colorado spurred the early travel on 
the trail that year. Later in the summer, the stage coach line was 
moved from the Smoky Hill trail in Kansas to the Central Overland 
Trail to bring more activity via Jefferson county. The Nebraska City 
Trail conveyed business from the Missouri river towns in southeastern 
Nebraska via Big Sandy where it joined the main trail in the western 
part of the county. 

The best way to tell the story of those frontier happenings on the 
trail here in Jefferson county is to give it as it was seen by those who 
experienced it. One person described it this way: 

“We had already heard a faint murmur of a retrograde movement 
from the Peak, and no sooner did we arrive on top of the divide (above 
Big Sandy) than we beheld the advance guard of the retreating col- 
ums. Such a stampede of human beings was never before seen. Mule 
teams, horse, cow and oxteams, hand-carts, men with carpet sacks, 
riders and runners, with every imaginable conveyance, loaded with 
every species of articles, from steam sawmills to blankets, all com- 
ing back 1n a hurry, as if flying from danger; some swearing lustily 
at Pike’s Peak, at themselves, and the rest of mankind. Some were 
laughing at their folly, and at us. Some wore faces as long as the 
Peak they sought. The prairies, as well as the road, seemed alive 
with the masses. We no doubt met a thousand men per day, with 
saw mills, quarts mills, and whole trains of store goods. Outfits 
amounting to hundreds of thousands of dollars are returning. And 
still, in the face of all this, thousands are pushing on as if nothing had 
happened.” 

Frank Helvey recorded their story this way: 

“Nebraska City early became quite an outfitting place for trailers, 
and we heard much of the wonderful mountains of gold, witnessing 
great trains of people going west every day, bent on making their for- 
tunes in the mountains. When the word came in the fall of 1858 that 
gold had been discovered by wagon-loads at Pike’s Peak, that settled 
it; we got the “fever,” and fitted out our teams and wagons for the 
overland journey. We decided to go by the way of Beatrice, striking 
uhe Overland Trail near Big Sandy Station. Several other outfits de- 
cided to go the same route; so early in April we started .... our jour- 
ney through Tecumseh and Beatrice was accompanied by few incidents 
of note. Finally we pulled up on the bluffs that overlooked the “Ore- 
gon Trail” as it wound down through Little Sandy valley and over the 
broad valleys of the Little Blue and Big Sandy. I shall never forget 
that sight. Endless lines of white-topped wagons, drawn by oxen, 
mules and horses, winding and toiling along through blinding clouds 
of dust that hung in the air, and driven to their utmost energy by the 


goading and hallooing of many men. I had never before seen such. 
a sight, so we camped that night near by and watched the wonderful 
scene of the twinkling miles of camp-fires up and.down the whole 
valley. 

“Resting here for a few days, we met many of the returning gold 
hunters, who had found out the truth of the “Pike’s Peak” myth. This 
caused us to change our plans. We noted the great travel over the 
trail, and that they were illy supplied with feed and forage, also of 
supplies. Then Tim Taylor told us that he believed Little Sandy to 
be one of the best places in southern Nebraska, and as it looked fully 
up to his representations, and as we believed that the country would 
eventually settle up, we decided to build a ranch house on the Trail 
at the crossing of Little Sandy.” 

David C. Jenkins story was different, he was one of the frustrated 
thousands returning from the fabulized gold rush. He had barrowed 
_money for the trip to Pikes Peak and he lost everything. He lost his 
wagon, horses, and other equipment, arriving at Daniels Rancho on 
Big Sandy, pushing a hand-cart loaded with few possessions and ne- 
cessities needed on the trail. | 

Most of the travelers on the trail, who settled here in 1859 were 
no doubt, headed westward. Whether it was the Colorado gold excite- 
ment that started them westward or a desire to establish themselves 
on the frontier, is not known but a number of them were inspired by 
the get rich quick promotion. Upon reaching this area they aban- 
doned former plans, putting down roots here. 

In 1859 the county had two established trail stations, Daniel’s 
Rancho built in 1856 and Rock Creek erected in 1857. There must have 
been some sort of a log building at Little Sandy crossing as it is listed 
as a station on the Mormon mail route from Salt Lake City in 1856- 
’ 1857 when they had the mail contract. 

There were also several Indian traders and trappers in the county 
but it is very hard to verify the presence of squaw men due to scarcity 
of records on these frontiersmen as they were looked upon as being 
more of a savage than a white man. It is known there were four of 
them here in 1859 and earlier. John B. Moncravie had his log cabin 
trading post on Big Sandy creek just below Daniel's Rancho. Mike 
Connelly lived with him. Minto Jones had his dugout trading post at 
the head of Whisky Run, on the main trail, half-way between Rock 
Creek and Daniel’s Rancho. “Old Man” Thomas had his dugout-cave 
near the Little Blue river in the southeastern part of the county. 

About the first pioneers to locate in Jefferson county in 1859 were 
D. C. Jenkins and David C. McCanles. McCanles is believed to have 
been the first, although in later years Jenkins promoted and published 
that he was first. 

David McCanles’ party included, his brother, James L. McCanles, 
a cousin, James Woods, Sarah Shull, James Hartley, and a man by the 
lame of McCumber. They were among the early ones to hit the trail 
as soon as the traveling season opened. They too were headed for the 


gold fields of Colorado, where they intended to go into business. Upon 
reaching Jefferson county by way of Fort Leavenworth-Fort Kearney 
trail anc having met those numerous wagon trains returning from 
Colorado, part of the group decided this was a good place to locate due 
to the opportunities the trail travel offered. 
David McCanles, James Woods and Sarah Shull remained in Jef- 
ferson county, purchasing Rock Creek station. It is also claimed they 
teok a site on the Big Sandy. This location is not definitely known yet. 

The rest of the McCanles party went on to Colorado. They did 
not remain long until they came back, returning to their homes in 
‘North Carolina. In September of this same year James McCanles 
with his family and the family of David McCanles arrived at Rock 
Creek. 

Others settling here that year included, the James Blair family. 
They traveled to this frontier in a wagon drawn by milk cows. They 
were accompanied by the James Slaughter family, all settling in the 
Big Sandy area along the trail. They operated Ranches to furnish 
supplies and necessities to the overland travelers. Slaughter purchased 
Daniel’s Rancho shortly after settling here. 

George Weisel obtained land in Jefferson county in 1859 and pos- 
sibly built his log cabin store at the Big Sandy crossing before moving 
his family here from Gage county in the fall of 1860. 

The Helveys consisted of two families, Joel Helvey and Thomas 

Helvey, the latter a son of the other. Thomas established a trading 
post, store and ranch on the Little Sandy creek on the Nebraska City 
Trail. Joel located a store and ranch on the west side of the Little 
Sandy crossing on the Fort Leavenworth-Fort Kearney Trail. ‘The 
Helvey boys continued freighting on the trails from the various towns 
‘on the Missouri river. 
- Tim Taylor accompanied the Helveys. He had been stationed here 
on the Little Blue river during 1847-1848 with a company of soldiers 
to burn lime, used in the building of Fort Kearney on the Platte 
river. This frontiersman knew the country. He took them to the 
abandoned fort buildings where they made living accommodations un- 
' til they could erect their station homes on the trails. 

W. H. “Bill” Moore came with his parents in the fall of the year, 
he was nine years old. They traveled from White Cloud Kansas to 
Jefferson county in a wagon drawn by one horse and a milk cow. 
One of their horses went lame, making it necessary for them to hitch 
up the cow to continue the trip. They squatted on land near the 
Little Blue river south of where Fairbury is now located. Here they 
found a deserted dugout-cave previously occupied by trappers. ‘The 
first winter they lived in a tent by packing grass around the walis 
to help keep the cold and wind out. The following spring they built 
a dugout, which was covered with logs and sod. The Moores, like a 
number of other families settling here in 1859, did not remain long. 

It will probably never be known just who all came to Jefferson 
county in 1859, as records for such are very scarce and hard to find. 


some sought greener pastures, droughts drove some out, Indian scares 
made some return to more settled areas. 


The earliest family records, which can be depended upon as source 
material, is the 1860 census. Here are the names listed: 


Thomas Helvey ................. Sens 26 
je EWehet: 6 lees Sythe eeek Os seer ote ee 23 
PAS EVI CCG cere cag ance oneetpesvensent 1 
Wim (MOrtons iin ice acece ene 21 
JOHN Boarder ou.......cccsscsceseecseeee 20 
S.ASePUIKINS (22 ee ek accctecoses 39 
John B. Moncravie ................... 63 
John Shumway  ..................-000 51 
MSY A arctica ectrecrceneeeteentes 23 
Martha) a.20 fe Sees ee q 
Willis © See eee 3 
James> A-- DIAN fice eettees 34 
Mary Ay See ee eccerteteees 32 
SEDs 8 ON als ete prem ee yep 14 
"Elizabeth + \../2- eee 13 
William 4.22.2 10 
GOT RC Foresite co cacsenecennesicesonorn=s 10 
FArry Seen eae teec neces oeeren 5 
BBrTGGs See ee ic otceccencetirerene 3 
Nancy (2.0. 6 months 
John Powell ...............-sc--ccesceeeee 41 
Birt Pixley 232. 30 
David C. Jenkins. .................... 30 
Blizabeth 2.22 ace 29 
Willige Fe eee eeciaeeancenne 8 
Prancisio Mis he ee cas ese 5 
WE STCeliis Faeroe ee Roan cccsareceeecs 3 
Mirella 2 ili eescectesssesccewecdens 1 
James Slaughter’ ............--...++ 39 
i Draatel bial lye eeeeryy cre ee ree ae 38 
DCE Valeeb yee Oe ets Sar eee er 17 
PHEDCATIN ania. .....----eceeeessscenerecereeee 15 
Rol obe seve ugha noe eh ere eee 11 
Sarah “As 2 ccc.-ctise see oece ie acace ets 9 
AEN ssc) ose bed ape an Roe a eee 5 
7 Naat: 0V0 (> peuee peer or eiere oer eeeer eee 2 
Edwin Metcalf. .............----.-----++ 24 
Keener Cravens .........---:---se:+ 21 
David Martin. .............-.-::c--sececees 31 
D. A. Me db onncic..-eccnceceecsssveennes 2... 39 
CPA el ees ees ee 39 
Vi aarti e-oke 8 
Hiram Farrel  ...........-:--seeccesssee2 35 

22 


Mary 


John -Purbushiy soc 27 
Wm: R: Smith 3... 22 
Alfred W. Hardy ...............-...- 38 
Blizabeth i: Sian eres 30 
Beny. Pit ois ce 14 
Abel Sx ice ne eres 12 
Julianne A ee 10 
DEG geo BA cepts err et a Re eee 8 
BELLY Je oes eneeseneceeeesenseeessseecenenenenes 6 
Tiyiek Aah age eoceeree 4 
Lslathant esa ee 25 
A. ‘Latham (25S 22 
Wit Ho Gott eek, eee 22; 
John Bictold . ......-.-.-------------+ 28 
John Mathews _................::1:++ 30 
Enstache Ominski ...-............... 32 
Edward Farrell ..................-------- 30 
Jane > efit See 23 
John: Bn 222 eee 6 
THOS Sse eee 4 
Maryind (cee a ee 2 
Patrick McCann. ..........,....-.....-- 30 
Margaret  <..2...-20<.-0:.ces-scseecenseneneose 28 
Mary Araneae 2 
Catharine 2.4.2. Sa 1 
G. M. Carothers ........................ 27 
J. oW Beéetly, 2 ae ee 24 
F. H. Saunders ...........--....----0-+- 28 
James Donelan. ..............-..2:000+- 27 
Catharine? 235.2232... 21 
David Petean. ..............cece eee 48 
Joel Helvey  ...............:-:cceeseeeceeeees 55 
Mary enc. eee ae ee atone cee 43 
Benj. F. Helvey  ........--.-------+++: 19 
Janna. Maced tes he 
Newton! J) ate ces aes 17 
Sarah tice nate 15 
Albert. (iii Ries aie ee 11 
GEOLZE  o..---ncereeeccenccenceederscceeceesrees 9 
Hirai be ee. Baie ease 5 
Martin Nay _ ........-:0.:esccecceeeseees 24 
Margaret  ........----cccecceceeceeeeeeceseees 18 
Malton oot ee ee 1 
D. C. McCanles. ..............--.------+- 39 


DALY ee ee ena eleste 28 John Hughes. .............. cee 41 
EVV LEE SCA VE io oaeec thw ccre- Sos mcvsesevors 11 George Shullenburger _............ 32 
IRD AT ESS, COR 1 ak ai SS et SG ie a oor 8 Phebe Shullenburger _.............. 23 
Clinemankos tee Ge wAndrew J. Nave... 28 
Celia’ Feo n..i20:.023. Peon te Sie MAY tetas eet o cssccssnnece 26 
O98: Tig LEY Cea ee aod ao Be Saran. isacct et 6 months 
Sarah Ee: Shell 5 noo sccscsnccicicetesece 26 Sanford Grayson. .......2......0.... . 24 
POT RY VINS a5. seéccacsccstenccloccesees 23 Pes BUSA bir eee ee es 19 
George Whitback. ..............0...... B52 Mar CAreh eee ete 1 
James WoO0dS  ........ccceeseeseeceeneee 20 D. H. MecDonghian .................. 32 
VR RULVE WCE By tit} Cos eraa assy rteaeroras 28 «Joseph Holmes 22.222... cues 47 
Raymond Grayson. .............+ 94. NANCY e dire wr etneneiee 21 
Charles Barnes. .....0..........:..:ccs00 Di William = Air lesen tas 2 
Thomas Finen. .................. ean 14 Leroy McCanles ........................ 24 
Hermon C. Manken ................ pA, Polat: 5 ng g ffir teased Ec vied fos SEL MERON 26 
UCT IN RY, 1 oi ecccnsciacsdcccnnenseecosec=s 62. Wellington § <...-..0.2-.2..-:::3.. 6 
ra Trig gi Wg Th apy Soe Heche tere Roa Gor we MOLY gle Te ete ese 3 


The census does not appear to be complete, for in studying the 
names it seems as if they took in only the folks living along the trail. 
Those living off the trail are not listed—the Moores, “Old Man” 
Thomas, and others. Some names listed were employes of the Pony 
Express and stage lines, it is a known fact that Furbush had a family 
back on the Missouri river. Further study of land records will no 
Coubt, prove this. 

_ The land records are also important records on the first persons 
settling here, taking up land. These records do not give the year the 
person settled on the land but the time they filed for it. An extensive 
research program by Marshall Hanson on the land records will be a 
most important record for the county and historians, providing it 
gets published and becomes assessible to the public. From his records 
the following names have been taken, according to the year they 
filed for land. 


1860 — 1862 — 
Joel Helvey Harriett L. Christman 
Allen Ervin Thebe Maria Ohmstead 
Hannah Helvey John Hughs 
Dennis Myers Frederick Hagenstein 
dj 1863 — - | 


/ James L. McCanles 

/ -~—Benjamin Ogden 
James Shephard 
George Whitbeck 
Samuel I. Fryer 


Ramin Grayson 

John Bickhold 

James N. Slaughter 
- Joseph Tenesh 


Edward Farrell Jared Marks 
Asa M. Latham Emily Marks 
Reuben B. Powell Ives Marks 

James D. Powell Asa Andrews 


Charles Andrews 
William Sprague 


Amelia Powell 


This is the second log house built by Thomas Helvey on the Ne- 
braska City Trail on Little Sandy Creek in 1864. This story-and-a- 
half home was constructed of double hewed logs. The above picture 
was taken before the cabin was completely destroyed. Their first 
cabin, built in 1859, was erected of round logs, had a fire place. a stick 
and mud chimney, and a clap board roof. : 


i 


Matilda Ball 
James Isabel 
William Blakely 
1864 — 
Thomas B. Petch 
David C. Jenkins 
William Babcock 
Josiah Eastman 
Elijah Eastman 
Thomas G. Brown 
Frederick M. Elwood 
Samuel Potts 
Nathan Blakely 
Henry H. Breese 
Joseph Breese 
Jonathan J.. Potts 
1865 — 
John Powell 
Herman A. Hoppe 
William H. Avery 
Loyal A. Stevens 
James M. Snooks 
John Clampett 
Amanda Johnson 
Isaiah Snooks 
John Brown 
Isaac Brees 
Preston Breis 
William Alien 
Isiah K. Hoover 
Richard Wilson 
Jacob Countryman 
Frederick Countryman 
John P. Elliott . 
Frederick M. Simpson 
Mary Myer 
Wilber L. Roger 
/ Benjamin Breese 
Samuel Kinser 
1866 — 
Thomas Helvey 
Benjamin Helvey 
Mary Helvey 
George Weisel 
James Conway 
Francisco Lapf 
Christian Luth 
Jacob Dein 


Tobias Broeder 
Jasper Helvey 
Gotfried Suttler 
William Foss 

Mary Spidle 

Samuel Watts 
William A. Sprague 
David L. Marks 
James Gibson 

N. Emmons Davis 
John Craig 
Elizabeth Green 
Eva R. Powell 

Earl A. Beardsley 
Frederick Hoppe 
Frank Rhodes. 
William H. Beardsley 
Charles W. Horton 
James F. Brock 
Edwin Pheasant 
Bartholome Neiderer 
Jasper Middleton 
Oliver A. Wilbur 
Recompence Stansberry 
John W. Thomas 
Allen C. Wheeler 
Charles F. Litsinger 
William Hughes 
Edward Hughes 
John G. James 
Esther Boyd 
William Head 

J. W. Baker 

David Kneider 
Henry Hiller 

John M. Sutton 
Lorenzo D. Chapman 
John Armstrong 
John H. Rugg 
George Fillmire 
William P. Hess 
Arvella Wilkes 
Henry E. Olney 
Jepetha C. Stines 
Charles Chapel 
William T. Brawner 
Catharina Miller 
Margaret Cox 


This old trail cabin still stands but not in its original location. 
It was the James Conway ranch home the last ranch on the Central 
Overland Trail on the west border of Jefferson county. This story- 
and-a-half log cabin was constructed by Jacob Dein for the Conways 
in the early 1860s. The logs were cut some distance up the trail, in 
the Deweese area, and hauled to location. The cabin was partially 
moved to its present location west of Powell when Mr. Dein pur- 
chased the Conway land. These old log cabins should be preserved 
for historical and educational purposes. It is very interesting to see 
how the logs are fitted together in its construction. Fred Dean, in the 
picture, is the son of the man who built the cabin. . 


Christian Keiser Edward Hawkes 
Christian F. Able Jasper Toachman 
John Bogue - William Smith 
‘William Coon 

Some folks may have lived here during these years but their names 
are not recorded in above historical sources. Their names may show 
up somewhere, someday, in other source material yet to be found by 
diligent research. 

One of the latest sources found, naming early pioneers is the peti- 
tion put out in 1863 favoring and asking for the organization of a 
county government in Jefferson county. Here are the names signed to 
the petition, some of which were very hard to read and may not be 
spelled right. 


Edward Farrell Franklin E. Frazer 
G. G. Wheeler Peter Hamma 

G. Weisel James N. Slaughter 
Lewis Smith John Bicktold 

Wm. A. Bowker James A. Blair 
James Conway George Hulbert 
Jacob Haley Daniel Kneeland 
W. Naitigall James Hippington 
John Nightigall Latan Wesoboers 

J. G. Hughes Baner Grayson 
John J. Dunbar Nickolas Lister 
Mark Taonel J. L. Baker 

John Allen William P. Townsend 
Thos. Helvey . Hugh M. Ross 

B. F. Helvey George Brown 
Jacob Flafur Wm. T. Brawner 
Joseph Tenish George N. Ross 
John Wators Joseph M. Breese 


The early records reveal that some of the settlers could not write 
their names, but signed with an “X” mark while someone else wrote 
their name and designated it as their mark. 
The 1860 census records two of the first white children to be born 
in Jefferson county. They are Nancy Blair and Sarah L. Nay. 
Some of the early marriages of folks of this county were: 
Oct. 10, 1861—M. E. Metcalp and Phebe Ann Slaughter 
Oct. 11, 1861—Joseph Walker and Anna Mary Lee 
Oct. 12, 1861—-John Bickatold and Elizabeth Leverish 
‘Feb. 24, 1862—Mark Fachanbeck and Hannah Hughs 
June 2, 1862—Joseph Tennish and Catherine Wells 
July 3, 1862—-George Hurlbert and Elizabeth Blair 
July 21, 1862—Michael Connelly and Martha June Alexander 
Aug. 1, 1862—Ramin Grayson and Mary Alexander 
Aug. 23, 1862—Nickolous Lester and Mary Weisel 
June 11, 1864—William Nightingale and Mary Alexander 
July 1864—Remon Greason and Cathin Annies 


1864—-Perry Townsend and S. Blair 

Dec. 29, 1865—John Nightingale and Ann Alexander 
Aug. 12, 1866—George Hobbs and Elmira Spragues 
Aug. 29, 1866—Louis Spragues and Sebee Luce 

Aug. 29, 1866—Henry Bean.and Lyne Spregues 

Aug. 29, 1866—William Sprague and Anne Andrews 
Nov. 28, 1866—(Said) Berryman and Mary Comstock 
March 15, 1868—Mickal Connelly and Lucy Powell 

(Michael Connelly was a trader and trapper. The marriage re- 
cords show he married Martha Alexander in 1862 and Lucy Powell in 
1868. We make note of this in hopes someone can help us find data 
on this man.) 

To tell the history of Jefferson county, the early history of Thayer 
county has to be included, for the settlers of these two counties worked 
together courageously during the historic and hectic trails days, com- 
bating Indians, fighting prairie fires and other frontier perils while 
endeavoring to build homes to give civilization its foothold. 

The present Jefferson county was an _ insignificant spot in the 
Louisiana purchase and the great American Desert, but its network 
of streams and broad prairies made it a paradise to the Indians and 
early fur traders and trappers. 'Then Nebraska’s Territorial history be- 
gan: 
“It was in March, 1854, that the Indians, by treaty, ceded these 
regions to the United States, and in May, that a system of govern- 
ment was framed for them. In October, Francis Burt, the first gov- 
ernor landed on these shores. In a few weeks he died, and the work 
of organization devolved on Thomas B. Cuming, the secretary. Ot. 
the 2lst day oi October he ordered a census of the new population. 
On the 23rd of November he divided the-territory into counties and 
precincts, and apportioned the members of the Council and House of 
ivepresentatives among them. 

“In preparing for the first election of councilmen and representa- 
tives, acting Governor Cuming marked off certain preliminary coun- 
ties. Among others was ‘Jones county’ the boundaries of which ex- 
tended from ‘A point sixty miles west of the Missouri river, at the 
northwest corner of Richardson county thence west along the south 
bank of the Platte river to the Rockies, thence southwesterly to the 
Kansas line and so back to Richardson county and around to the place 
of beginning’.” (Jefferson county was a part of this area.) 

“Jesse Lowe was sent to find how many inhabitants there were 
in this vast district, and to make arrangements: for the election of a 
corresponding number of assemblymen. His report of Dec. 10, 1854, 
is almost pathetic in its simple acknowledgment of the uselessness of 
his mission. After taking half a page to state what he was sent to do, 
and to describe the boundaries of the would-be county, the report 
comes to a sudden stop with the information that ‘said county con-. 
tains no inhabitants at all, save a few in one corner that properly be- 
lungs in Richardson, and who ought to vote there.” 


31833 03239 4378 


William Smith’s second log cabin, built in the late 1860s, was lo- 
cated near the Little Blue river, about one-half mile west of where 
Endicott now stands. Mr. and Mrs. Smith and a youth, Ed Hawkes, 
whom they gave a home, lived here. 


Hawkes, Mrs. Smith and Mrs. David McCanles. One section of this 
cabin is now preserved in Fairbury’s City Park. 


Those in the picture are Ed 


“The Nebraska Territory then consisted of the counties of Burt, 
Washington, Dodge, Douglas, Cass, Pierce, Forney, Richardson, and 
Erobably Jones. (The latter in name only. Scouts, Indian traders and 
trappers apparently were not considered fit for organizing a govern- © 
ing body, for there must have been » great number of them in this 
area.) .... therefore he (Cuming) was of the opinion that no appor- 
tionment should be made to Jones county. With Jones county lost, 
or otherwise not accounted for .... The legal effect of this enactment 
can only be considered with reference to the results desired, as we 
know this whole body of law, thus enacted constituted a part of the’ 
law of the territory until the year of 1857.” 

Jones county was named after George W. Jones, a U.S. senator 
from Iowa at the time. 

“. .. On the 26th of January, 1856, the legislature authorized the 
organization of Jones county (this refers to the present Jefferson 
ccunty which was surveyed and named Jones), but the authority was 
hot acted upon until Sept. 28, 1864.” (This followed the petition pre- 
sented by the voters mentioned above.) 

In 1856 the boundaries for our present Jefferson county was laid 
out and named Jones, and the present Thayer county, which was 
named Jefferson. In 1860 ‘Jefferson (now Thayer) was renamed 
Nuckolls. In our early county records we find Nuckolls referred to as 
Knuckles. On Feb. 18, 1867 the two counties, Jones and Nuckolls, were 
joined together as one county under the name of Jefferson. Then on 
March 1, 1871, the large county was divided into the present Jefferson 
and Thayer counties. 

“We Citizens and Patrons of the Rose Creek, Knuckles county, 
Nebraska postoffice respectfully request that you alter the name of 
the county from Knuckles to Jefferson as connected with the Rose 
Creek Postoffice. 

“Our reasons for this request is that the Legislation of the State 
of Nebraska last winter’s term by an Act joined Jones County and 
Knuckels county together as one county and gave to them the name 
of Jefferson and people are wrighting Jefferson all together. 

“Note, we are told that there was an Act passed 5 or 6 years ago 
changing and calling the county west of Jones, Knuckels, but it was 
never received much by the people and was placed on maps and wrote 
by the people Jefferson. 

“And now the Legislature prefered the name Jefferson and caused 
Jones to loose her name though she was the most populated county.” 

Historic and genealogy research work can be erroneous if one 
does not remember that the present Jefferson county was not named 
Jefferson in the beginning, 1856, but was called Jones. Then from 
1867-1871 the present Jefferson and Thayer counties were one combined 
county called Jefferson. 

Old timers themselves handed down inaccuracies—that the present 
Jefferson and Thayer counties were one county in the beginning under 
the name Jones. The two counties were included in Jones county when 


The dugout home of Abe Steinmetz, who homesteaded on Rock 
Creek in 1869. The front of the dugout was walled up with rocks and 
part wood, the roof was of rough lumber and slab boards. The inside 
walls were dirt. covered with white-wash. The home consisted of two 
rooms, a bed room and kitchen. Eight children were born and raised 
in this dugout. This picture taken in about 1900 shows Charley Stein- 
metz standing at left at gate (lives in Fairbury); next is Mr. and Mrs. 
Steinmetz, with Lulu (late Mrs. Garfield McCreight); sitting in fore- 
ground, Mary (now of California) and Harvey. 


it stretched from Richardson county to the Rocky Mountains but not 
when they were laid cut as individual counties in 1856. 

In compiling this brief sketch we took data from the Kansas 
Historical Society and the Nebraska Historical Society publications; 
from Charles Dawson’s “Pioneer Tales”; and from the research work 
of Marshall Hanson and Mrs. Thelma Kasparek Frazee. 


TIN, Rl1E—Buckley Precinct 

“Quality of land is considerably under the common average. Tim- 
ber chiefly oak and cottonwood and is very scarce. Water sufficient 
for ordinary demands. Several good quarries of stone, principally sand 
stone in southern part of township.” 

“Land is generally broken. A beautiful creek enters the township 
on the west and runs in an easterly direction across it, leaving it on 
the east boundary of section 12. There is considerable quantity of burr 
oak and black walnut timber along the stream.” 

T2N, RIE—Lincoln Precinct 

“The quality of land is of the common average. There is a small 
portion of bottom land situated on two small creeks in the southern 
portion. The uplands are gently rolling except along northern bound- 
ary where it becomes bluffy. There is no timber of any kind and very 
little running water.” 

“Consists of land varying between 2nd and 3rd rate quality. There 
is no timber of consequence.” 

T3N, RIE—Meridian Precinct 

“Quality of land averages from lst to 2nd rate. There is a small 
portion of it bottom land extending along both sides of Little Blue 
river which runs easterly through township. Timber not abundant, 
mostly elm and cottonwood. Limestone of an inferior quality found in 
various portions.” 

“The general character of the land is rather poor with broken 
surface. Little Blue river is a clear rapid stream from two to ten feet 
deep, its banks are high and not generally subject to overflow and 
are set with cottonwood and elm timber. The bottom lands are of good 
quality.” 

TAN, RIE—Eureka Precinct 

“Consists of soil generally 3rd rate in quality with a broken sur- 
face. There is but little wood or water within its boundary.” 

“Quality of the land is average at Ist and 2nd rate. It cannot be 
valued only for stcck grazing as it is destitute of timber. A consider- 
ehle amount of limestone and some sandstone but inferior in quality.” 
TIN, R2E—Antelope Precinct 

“Contains a considerable portion of 2nd rate soil, good for grazing 
and other farming purposes.” 

“Quality of land here is below the commion average. The uplands 
fenerally broken, soil 3rd rate, not suitable for cultivation, wate Is 


Map showing Jefferson when it was Jones county and Thayer: 
when it was Jefferson. The maps were this way from 1856-1860. 


The James Kerns log cabin, built in the Dry Branch area south 
of Fairbury ‘in 1876. As Mr. Kerns was an invalid their neighbors cut 
and hauled logs from along Rose Creek until enough logs were accum- 
ulated, then the neighbors gathered to construct the new home. This 
cabin was among the last log cabins to be inhabited in Jefferson 
county. The logs were sawed up for the wood box. Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Jones of Fairbury, and H. A. Austin of Hebron and the late Mrs. Aus- 
tin, went to housekeeping in this cabin. 


This old pioneer home was built south of Thompson. The family 
lived in the upper part of the building while the lower or stone part 
housed livestock, chickens and such. At the time this picture was taken 
the pegs on which the ox yoke had hung were still in place. We need 
more history of this old home. 


abundant. Timber various kinds, chiefly oak, elm, cottonwood and: 
hackberry, is equally distributed over township. Stone is abundant in 
southern part, principally sandytone.” 

T2N, R2E—Fairbury Precinct 

“Contains a fair proportion of good second rate land suitable for 
most farming purposes. Little Blue river runs across the township in 
a southeast direction, it is a rapid stream from two to ten feet deep 
with a sandy bed and banks. There is some timber on its banks, chiefly 
cotton. wood and elm.” 

“Quality of land is below the common average. Uplands generally 
broken, 3rd rate soil and not fit for cultivation. Little Blue river is a 
beautiful stream of clear water running from the northwest corner to 
southeast corner. Timber chiefly cottonwood confined to Little Blue. 
Stone is abundant north of Little Blue, principaliy sandstone.” 

T3N, R2E—Richland Precinct 

“Contains a large amount of good 2nd rate farming land. There 
is but little timber.” 

“Land is worthless, not fit for cultivation. Soil 3rd rate. Little 
Blue river runs through the southwest part, affords an abundance of 
water, very iittle timber, chiefly cottonwood. Sandstone abundant in- 
south part.” 

T4N, R2E—Washington Precinct 

“Fair proportion of good farming land, chiefly prairie. There is 
some 2nd rate timber on small creeks yet it is not plentiful. Most of 
the brooks have lasting running water.” 

“Quality of the land is below the common average. Uplands are 
rolling, soil 3rd rate, too poor for cultivation. Water very. scarce, chiefly 
elm and oaks.” 

TIN, R3E—Endicott Precinct 

“Surface is very broken and soil generally poor. There are some good 
bottom lands along both banks of the Little Blue river. This stream 
is 200 links wide on an average with clear water and rapid current. 
There is considerable timber along its banks, chiefly cottonwood.” 

“The Little Blue river runs from the northwest to southeast cor- 
ner, along which for nearly two miles on either side, the land is good 
and capable of producing well by cultivation. The remaining portion 
is nearly worthless being composed almost entirely of sandstone bluffs. 
The timber along the river is good, principally oak, elm and cotton- 
wood. — 

T2N, R8E—Rock Creek Precinct 
“Land is generally good for the general purpose of farming. There 
is however but little timber.” 

“Quality of the land, with exception of a small portion of the 
southern part, which is lst quality, is of the 2nd rate rolling prairie 
and very sparcely watered so that it is only useful as a medium agri- 
cultural district. Timber is mostly dwarf oaks and of but little use for 
a settlement. Some fine quarries of sandstone ow sections 2 and 35” 


T3N, R3E—Cub ‘Creek Precinct 


' The log cabin home of Frederick Braasch, German immigrant, 
built in the Jansen area in 1871. The old cabin still stands north of 
Jansen in its original location. There are persons still living who have 
lived in it, as it was used up to the early 1940s. The original owner 
added a room to each side of the cabin ‘to accommodate his family 
of 16 children. The lean-to rooms have been torn away. This is an- 
other cabin that should be preserved. 


“Land generally of 2nd quality, pretty well watered. There is a 
stream 20 links wide running in an easterly direction across the north 


part of the township, which will supply a considerable quantity of elm 


and burr oak timber.” 

“Second rate land, surface is gently rolling prairie. During the wet 
season there is a little water in the ravine, notice in passing through 
the north part. There is a small quantity of timber along this ravine, 
consisting principally of oak and elm of a poor quality.” 

T4N, R3E—Gibson Frecinct | 

“Consists of generally rolly 2nd rate prairie, pretty well watered 
by small brooks and branches. There is but little timber within its 
limits. Most of the lané is suitable for general farming purposes.” 

“High rolling prairie entirely destitute of timber and but a very 
little water in the northern part. The soil is of 2nd rate quality and 
soon dries out.” 

TIN, R4E—Newton Precincé 

“Southwest half is generally very broken 3rd rate land. The north- 
east half is good rolling 2nd rate soil. Little Blue river runs across the 
southwest corner in a east sautheast direction on which there is some 
cottonwood and burr oak timber.” 

“Southeast part contains a large quantity of good farming land, 
that is well adapted to growing all kinds of grain. Surface is rolling, 
very few draws or drains but what can be cultivated. Very little tim- 
ber, that on east line of section one.” 

“Southwest half. bordering the Little Blue river is good for agricul- 
ture cr grazing. The northwest half is mostly 2nd rate land and desti- 
tute of water.” 

“Land generally good along east half except in sections 22, 23, 26 
and 27 where it is rough and stony. It is all uplands and is good Ist 
and 2nd rate land adapted to the growing of all kinds of grain. There 
is very little timber, that being on east line of section 1 on Rynders 
Brandi, it being small and scrubby consisting of elm, oak and cotton- 
wood.” 

T2N, R4E—Pleasant Precinct 
“Contains a large portion of good farming land. There is but little 
timber yet a considerable number of small running streams of water.” 

“Very level, being entirely slightly rolling prairie, destitute of wa- 
ter and only a few scattering trees.” 

“In southeast corner, some beautiful pieces of land especially in 
sections 25, 34 and 36, which are well timbered and in most seasons 
of the year well watered by “Big Indian” creek and its branches. Num- 
ber one soil and adapted to growing all kinds of grain and fruits. 
Majority of timber is white oak which is along all the branches, also 
a good supply of elm, walnut, hickery and cottonwood.” 

T3N, R4E—Jefferson Precinct 

“Surface generally rolling, soil 2nd rate. Chiefly prairie, timber 
rather scarce. A creek 15 links wide runs across the north part in an 
easterly direction on which is to be found a considerable quantity of 


burr oak, elm and walnut timber, undergrowth of hickory and grapes. 

“Nearly all gently rolling prairie entirely destitute of water, ex- 
cepting the small creek in the north part, which is dry during the dry 
season. There is a small quantity of timber scattered along the creek 
of medium quality consisting principally of oak, elm and black walnut. 
The soil is good but too dry to be useful for agricultural purposes.” — 

The early surveyors mentioned the presents of thick matted growth 
of wild plums, wild gooseberry, prickly ash, swamp dogwood, willow, 
green briars and vines. The Little Blue river with quick-sand bottoms, 
banks low and miry. Small groves of timber were found on some 
streams. One location “extremely hilly, broken and rocky orairie, soil 
sandy and very poor, almost destitute of vegetation.” 

In the areas where there were stones, they used stones for survey 
markers, where there were no stones they used charred stakes. 

One survey party lost a man. They left him in camp near the cor- 
ner of township three and four north and range four and five east. “I 
left David McCoy in camp in a delicate state of health from which 
place he wandered and all efforts to find him proved fruitless. He is 
in all probability dead.” 

T4N, R4E—Plymouth Precinct 

“High rolling prairie, entirely destitute of timber and water. Soil is 
£o0o0d.” 

“Consists generally of 2nd rate land with a fine rolling surface. 
There is some timber in the north part consisting of burr oak, elm, wal- 
nut, hackberry. Will admit a large settlement and ought to be subdiv- 
ided.” 


Map showing when the two counties were combined under the 
name of Jefferson, 1867-1871. 

The early surveyors recorded interesting notes pertaining to the 
land, timber, water and other natural resources as they found it. 
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